STAT -

" outlaw the disclosure of U.S. intelligence op-;

. Opemng a one-day-hearing on the blll be‘ :

" terrorism, Denton deplored the lack.of a cleay-

;;erated, Denton said..:*

. the ACLU as a “nonpartisan organization”. bu

) ACLU takes on controversxel cases _crossing -
the entire political spectrum in its’ work .qu
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- By GeorgeLardner Jr

- Washington Post Stalt Writer ~ . "

Sen. Ieremxah Denton (R-Ala) put a bill wi

erafives on-a fast track yesterday and quee—;‘
sioned the credentials’ of:thes American C il
Liberties Union in opposing the measure..

foré’ his Senate subcommittee on security- and:’

cut”criminal law - to.. protect-. CIA personnel |
abroad and denounced-fthe: insensitivity. and :
moral: degeneracy” of those- who publish: such ’
Tosters mth the avowedialm of undermming

. Jerry Berman and Morton H Halpemn, wit=*
neseea from the ACLU" and its Center for Na-<
‘tional Secunty Studies, .\ were the only ones to
testify against the bill” “during the four-hour |

session. ‘They said they did not condone- “the*
practice of naming’ names,™. but maintained
that the real problem is the govemments “fail -
ure to provide adequate cover for our mtelh-
gence officers abroad.” ***

Even if the bill is passed foretgn groups wxll
still be able to identify the CIA officers in US.
missions abroad “with a high degree of. accu- i
racy,” . Halperin argued:® He- maintained - that ;

| %“men as-intellectual” as Berman and Halperin-
1 ‘would not think: it-in “our: interest of self-
"-protectlon “to:engage in esplonage and covert

the legislation is not. onlyr unconstxmtlonal but
is also “almost entirely symbolic.” . ;. - 3
" In the qumtlomng ‘that followed Denton-{ .
said he didn’t hear “any tittering” in the. hears;
ing room when the two--witnesses described::

“I think I would out in the lnnberlands.” i
. Berman defended the.description, saying th ,

“defending the Bill of Rights.” = Donss

1| * - In other developments at the heafmv' L
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‘mony by Berman on-a proposed chart
the CIA, in which he recommended that'~<
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“destine collectxon of intelligence " abroad by
‘human means’ should be prohxblted bsent
“any congressional declaration.of war” "

;. Berman. ‘said this was still the ACLU’s po-
“sition, adopted in hght of a repeated pattern
~of “illegal activities arising from_our covert ca-
pability” that came to light in the’ mid-1970s.

_But he- also: protested that this- was not the | .

‘reagon for-the ACLU’s opposmon to the bill
itha,t would make it a-crime to publish- agents”
Tiames, even.if the mformatxon is gleaned from
.spubhc documents. - Nt

+Denton: said. he stall found it “cuno " that

‘action‘when all other major powers do so.
& 'He also’ questioned Halperin about a 1975
“statement before the Senate Intelligence Com-
'mxttee in which he maintained that the United
States should not conduct covert-operations or]
covert intelligence collection by human means:’

- Halperin “said he’ “had*:had - operations
“sbroad” in mind. In any’ case, he wid Denton,
“1t is notstill my current opinion.”

. Following the hearing, Berman told report-.
“ers that he felt Denton “showed more interest
.in the intentions and motives of the ACLU
_than in the substance of our testimony. We |
. hope we're not entering into a pattem of gomg
"into motives and intentions.”.: '

. » CIA Director William' J: Casey reiterated
. his strong support for quick passage of the bill
“and: said - h_e cogld confirm after just a fow

rexander M. Haig Jr. about better- " cover for
“CIA officers abroad and is “getting a high de-
“gree of cooperation.” He ‘indicated that open

contained about who mxgnr. De Wornmg 1 wie

‘CIA.
& Sen. John H. Chafes’ (RRL), chxef spon.‘
sor of the identities protectxon bilk,: defended

its lack of a “malicious intent” clause and saxd
he was conﬁdent xt would be held constxtUa
tional. .- - RHEE WIS 5 ¥ RS

o In an openmg statement, Denton volced
chagrin that “some of the journalists” who covs:

‘ered his subcommittes’s first hearing on ter-’
‘rorism last month “tended to focus en: an ap!
'-parent lack of evidence of Soviet mastermirid-*
‘ing ‘of international terrorism.” Denton said’
that this was “a point of view to which no one

connected with" this“hearing has gver sub-

“scribed.” He also_ complained that some ac.’
“counts — he did not say which ones — mac-
“curately described him as having been “ sur-

prised or dxsappomted” by the Iack of such ev-
idence. ... ... itdmaasied

S "' —*r !ﬂ‘}.xmwmh'

Denton then brought up July, 1978 t&h-:
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